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The Coitral Agency, 

lavorite lai'Bct cU.Socntei!-' fioni 
campus to C6ii[U'css, comes oiI 
rathe)- v.-oll ia the much disputed 
Pentagon papei s which now seem 
to }iavc. <e cii'cutatio)! only sUghlly 
less than tliat of the New york 
'.i'.'i.incs itsch. 

The vd:in!c ■intelUsence comnin- 
niiv seems to Im ve had belle), infoi" 
mp.tion and greater a'oilily 'lO iiilcr- 
pret it limn the policymakers wdm 
■ prevailed in the presidential coun- 
cils. 

In mid-ltlG^, the G3.A disputed the 
domino theory and declared that 
not all of .Southeast Asia but prob- 
ably only Cambodia would be en- 
dangered if .South Vietnam and 
X=ao.s fell to the Coinmuin.jls. ihe 
report wa.s not heeded. 


l,a,ler that same year, vdien 
l.ion.d:iing of Nortli Vietnam was un- 
der consideration, the CIA, along 
with .Slate L'cpai'lm cnl Intelligence 
and the Penlagon's Dslense In- 
telligence Agency, said the pio- 
posed bombing would do little in tire 
Y.'ay of intimidating idauoi. 

CIA Director .Tolm A. McCone 
warned against combFvt tioop com- 
initmcnt with the pi-cdiction that 
"we will find oursclvc.s miicd 
down in conrbat in tlie jungle in a 
mililo.ry effoi'l v/e cannot v.dn and 
from which wc will ha.ve extreme 
difficulty extricating our.selves.” 

Undoubtedly intelli-scnce has 
goofed up in some instances, But if 
more credence had been given to 
intelligence reports earlier, tlic op- 
portunities for the later errors nev- 
er v.'ould bo.ve arisen. 
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